TOWARDS  A   DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC
with a few genuine Republicans. This phase of political agita-
tion is interesting as indicative of the turmoil in which new
ideas grow rather than of fully developed philosophies.
It may be said of the Republican idea that before 1830,
while unembodied in any party or organization it was the
conscious creed of a number, difficult to estimate but certainly
considerable, and had been acting as a ferment even. in the
minds of those who would have rejected it as a formulated
dogma. It was virtually implicit in the Charter, or at least in
any Liberal interpretation of the Charter, " As soon as it is
admitted that Parliament may dismiss ministers who have the
King's confidence we may say at once that it is all over with
the Monarchy," exclaimed Royer-Collard, realizing with re-
luctant insight the true nature of any " Pact " between Crown
and people. It was explicit in the Revolution of 1830, of which
it was the only logical expression.
Much ink has been spilt in discussing whether a republic
could have been successfully proclaimed in 1830. Many cer-
tainly expected it who, without being in any sense its partisans,
saw no other alternative to the Bourbons: the device of an
Orleanist compromise was essentially the suggestion of a few,
soaked in English precedents : it was accepted without enthu-
siasm as a half-way solution by many who would have uttered
no protest against a Republican Government had it been first
in the field. But it must be remembered that of those who
were really attracted to the Republican system hardly any had
had experience of political life; and that they had behind them
no discipline of a common parliamentary opposition ; they had
no chance against the greater political acumen of a Thiers or
a Guizot.
Republicanism went, therefore, by default in July 1830, and
this, coupled with disappointment at the very undemocratic
character of the new Monarchy, impressed on its champions
the need for organization and for propaganda. Hence the
sudden appearance of a number of political societies and
groups, expressive of various shades of democratic thought
—Societe des Amis du Peupte, Aide-toi, le del faidera^ Societe
constitutionnelle, etc. The manifesto issued in 1833 by the
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